
Laws of Life 
Essay Program 

 

JUDGE’S SCORING FORM 
 

JUDGE’S NAME_______________________   PHONE NUMBER  (          ) _____________________________ 

 E-MAIL ______________________________________________________ 

COMPETITION (circle one)   Local    State            SCHOOL (for local contest) _______________________________ 

Thank you for serving as a judge for the Laws of Life essay program.  The School for Ethical Education’s goal is give 

students the opportunity to reflect on and write about their own values in an essay format.  “Laws of life” are the core 

values and ideals by which we live. They are universal laws that transcend religion, culture and national borders.  
 

We request you rank the essays as objectively as possible using the criteria that are provided on the back of this form.  

Please return the completed form with the student essays to the contest coordinator by _____________________.  We 

are grateful to you for help to put ethics in action through this program. 

   SCORING CRITERIA  (See definitions on back of this 

form.) 

 

Essay 

Number 

 

Grade   Content 

Score 1 to 10 (10 is 

high) 

Presentation 

Score 1 to 8 

Grammar & 

Spelling 

Score 1 to 6 

Essay Total  

(add 3 scores) 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

 

      

 

 



Laws of Life  
Scoring Criteria 

 

Content Presentation Grammar & Spelling 
Most important 

criterion—Is the essay 

positive and life-affirming? 

 Does it have universal 

appeal?  Does it include a 

clearly articulated law of 

life that would make the 

world a better place if 

everyone practiced it?  

Would most people agree 

that this is an important 

law of life?  Did the essay 

make you both think and 

feel?  Did the essay 

“move” you in some way?  

Did you learn something 

special and compelling 

about the author?  Did the 

essay capture a value or an 

ideal in a unique and 

special way? 

Important criterion—Is 

the essay easy to read?  Is it 

clearly written?  Were you 

able to tell exactly what the 

author was trying to share? 

Do the ideas and 

paragraphs flow smoothly? 

Criterion—Unless there 

are mistakes that suggest a 

sloppy and hurriedly 

written essay, proper 

grammar and spelling are 

weighted less as a criterion. 

However, judges should 

determine to what extent 

poor grammar and spelling 

might distract a reader 

from understanding the 

basic message of the essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The School for Ethical Education   440 Wheelers Farms Road    Milford, CT 06461 

(203) 783-4438    lawsoflife@ethicsed.org 
Laws of Life is made possible by the generosity of the John Templeton Foundation, Wright Investors’ Service and 



other private donors 


