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Over at least the past decade, academic cheating has become more widespread and more 
accepted by many students. One researcher is piloting a project in which students and staff 
create, implement, and enforce academic integrity policies to help reduce cheating. Included: 
Information about academic integrity policies.  

While cheating always has been a part of academic life, the prevalence and acceptance of cheating 
among students has reached epidemic levels, according to some reports and researchers. In a national 
survey of more than 25,000 high school students conducted from 2001 to 2008 by Don McCabe, 65 
percent admitted to cheating on a test, 57 percent admitted to plagiarism, and 94 percent admitted to at 
least one form of cheating, from copying homework to cheating on a test. 

In an effort to help students understand the importance of academic integrity, Dr. Jason M. Stephens, an 
assistant professor in the University of Connecticut’s department of educational psychology, has teamed 
up with Dr. David B. Wangaard of the School for Ethical Education to pilot a program called the Achieving 
with Integrity Project. The program involves six Connecticut schools; two urban, two middle-class, and 
two upper-class that have been paired. In one school in each group, teachers, administrators, and 
students have been asked to form an academic integrity committee (AIC). The goal of the committee is to 
write, implement, and evaluate a two-year strategic plan promoting academic integrity in the school. The 
second school acts as the control. 

If the project is successful, it may be expanded to more schools in the state, and then create an anti-
cheating model that schools across the U.S. can use. 

Stephens talked with Education World about the need to make students part of the anti-cheating solution 
and some of the reasons why cheating has become so rampant in 
education. 

Education World: Why do you think getting teachers and students 
involved in anti-cheating efforts will help reduce cheating?  

Dr. Jason Stephens: There are both philosophical and practical reasons 
why teachers and students working together to address the problem of 
academic dishonesty is a central tenant of the Achieving with Integrity 
Project. Philosophically, my partner David Wangaard and I believe 
strongly in the moral and civic purposes of schooling. Specifically, we 
believe that a good education not only prepares students for gainful 
employment, but also for lives of moral and civic responsibility. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the capacity to make sound moral 
judgments and put them into action; to value the good and take personal 
responsibility for enacting it. 

Consequently, we see the problem of academic dishonesty as an 
opportunity to foster students’ moral development; to give them an 
opportunity to discuss and understand the ethical dimensions of 
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