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Ethics in  

action creates 

character. 
 

 

Use this blog to:  

 

1. Lead class 

discussions in social 

studies, civics, ethics 

or advisory classes.  

 

2. Teach students 

skills to analyze 

cases with core 

ethical values.  

 

3. Recognize skills 

in support of SEE’s 

Tri-Factor Model of 

ethical functioning. 

 

 

 

Visit the online 

Ethics Blog. 

 

 
 

 

Do Not Resuscitate? 
 

Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) orders are 

typically used for those too frail to 

benefit from CPR. Patients identified 

with a DNR will not receive the 

potentially life-saving CPR treatment 

that many laymen and all emergency 

medical workers can provide.  

 

A report from The Guardian in 

Britain noted involuntary DNR orders 

have been issued for people with learning disabilities such as Down’s syndrome 

during COVID. 

 

This follows a public directive in Britain to “not prioritize” COVID vaccines for 

those with learning disabilities even though it is known that COVID is more lethal 

in that population. The Guardian cites Public Health England to say, “Younger 

people with learning disabilities aged 18 to 34 are 30 times more likely to die of 

COVID than others the same age.” 

 

Thus, two serious ethical issues exist for people with learning disabilities in Britain. 

SEE will focus on the involuntary DNR orders. The Guardian further reports a 

government spokesperson noted, “It is completely unacceptable for [DNR] 

decisions to be applied in a blanket fashion to any group of people.”  

 

SEE agrees and recognizes that issues in Britain and Europe often migrate across 

the Atlantic and land on US shores. In that anticipation, students are asked what 

would they do if they were in any position to offer CPR assistance and learned of 

an involuntary DNR order covering a venerable population of otherwise healthy 

patients? Would you violate the authority giving the DNR order if you knew it was 

involuntary? What core values would guide your choice of action? 
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